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SO FAR, SO GOOD. 
Gisborne is located on the East Coast of the North Island of New Zealand. International flights 
arrive at Auckland International Airport. Gisborne is under one hour’s flight from the Auckland 
Domestic Terminal. There are taxis and free buses from the International Terminal to the 
Domestic Terminal, or it is a 10 minute walk. There is a Meet and Greet service available. 
There are four flights a day to Gisborne.
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NEW ZEALAND

GISBORNE



FAR EAST. 
Gisborne is the first city in the world 
to see the sunrise each day. The city 
has a population of 45,000 people. 
It has a busy port, a variety of shops, 
restaurants, hotels, and recreational 
facilities. The region is famous for its 
warm sunny climate, its variety of 
locally grown fruits and vegetables, 
and the miles of magnificent surf 
beaches. Surrounding the district 
are picturesque rainforests and 
mountains, perfect for outdoor 
adventures.
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“famous for its warm sunny climate”



GISBORNE BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL.  
Gisborne Boys’ High School is a  government school with a roll of over 800 students. Our school 
has innovative programmes focused on developing every young man’s potential: academically 
and culturally. There are a huge range of co-curricular activities available. We have a long history 
of hosting international students from all around the world. The school can provide a long term, 
full time academic programme, as well as quality, short term courses. We welcome YOU to be a 
part of our great, multi-cultural, friendly school. We provide:

• 	 NCEA Levels 1, 2 and 3 and tertiary preparation
• 	 Small numbers of international students from the Pacific, Asia and Europe
• 	 English language support classes if needed
• 	 Excellent facilities for learning, sport, leisure, technology, whakairo (Maori carving) and trades
• 	 Safe and caring homestay family accommodation 
• 	 Sporting opportunities especially rugby, football, basketball and surfing
• 	 Careers advice and support to guide you in making decisions for your future

“Wide range of co-curricular activities”
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GISBORNE GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL. 
After separating from its original site at Gisborne High School, Gisborne Girls’ High School moved to 
its present location in 1956. The school has a roll of 750 students, from Year 9-13. Our school strives 
to recognise and nurture a student’s individual strengths, talents and creativity to help her build 
a positive and focussed future. We firmly believe that interaction between cultures enriches the 
academic, cultural, and social experience of our school and local community. Gisborne Girls’ High 
School provides:

•	 NCEA Level 1, 2, 3 and Scholarship Tuition
•	 Exciting options and opportunities in Art, Technology, Music and Sports
•	 A safe friendly environment 
•	 Low numbers of International Students
•	 English Second Language classes if required
•	 Careers advice and liaison with tertiary institutions
•	 Quality pastoral care and homestay accommodation
•	 Liaison with Gisborne Boys’ High to offer a wider range of senior subjects 

“academic, cultural and social experience” 
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SUBJECTS.  
Students are required to choose 6 subjects. At year 11, English and Mathematics are compulsory for NCEA Level 1. At Year 12, English is compulsory. 
Students may then choose other subjects in line with their strengths and talents and future career pathways. Every effort is made to create a meaningful 
learning programme that meets the individual needs of each student.

GISBORNE BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL. 
Faculties & Subject Areas	 Year 9	 Year 10	 Year 11	 Year 12	 Year 13

Arts	 Visual Arts	 Visual Arts	 Visual Arts	 Design	 Design
						      Painting	 Painting
Performing Arts				    Performing Arts/Maori	 Performing Arts Maori	 Performing Arts/Maori 	
Music	 Music	 Music	 Music	 Music	 Music

English	 English	 English	 English	 English	 English
ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL			 
				    Radio/TV Studies

Languages	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori
		  Te Reo Rangatira	 Te Reo Rangatira	 Te Reo Rangatira
	 French	 French	 French

Mathematics 	 Maths & Statistics	 Maths & Statistics	 Maths & Statistics	 Maths & Statistics	 Maths & Statistics

PE	 PE	 PE		  PE		  PE	 PE				  
						      Outdoor Education	 Outdoor Education

Science	 Science	 Science	 Science	 Science	 Science
		  Horticulture/ Agriculture 	 Horticulture/ Agriculture 	 Horticulture/ Agriculture	 Horticulture/ Agriculture		
		  Biology	 Biology	 Biology
		  Physical Science		
						      Chemistry	 Chemistry
						      Physics	 Physics	

Social Science	 Social Science	 Social Science	 Social Science	 Social Science	 Social Science		
				    Geography	 Geography	 Geography			 
				    History	 History	 History
				    Classics	 Classics
				    Accounting	 Accounting	 Accounting

Technology	 Technology	 Technology	 Technology	 Technology	 Technology	
	 Design Technology	 Design Technology	 Design Technology	 Design Technology	 Design Technology
	 Graphics	 Graphics	 Graphics	 Graphics	 Graphics	
						      Automotive Engineering
						      Catering
						      Construction
						      Mechanical Engineering			 



GISBORNE GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL. 
Faculties & Subject Areas	 Year 9	 Year 10	 Year 11	 Year 12	 Year 13

Arts	 Art, Design & Photography	 Art, Design & Photography	 Art	 Design	 Design
	 Dance	 Drama	 Drama	 Painting	 Painting
	 Drama	 Music Performance	 Music Industry/Instrumental	 Photography	 Photoggraphy
	 Music Instrumental	 Music Industry/Instrumental	 Sculpture	 Sculpture
	 Music Performance			   Drama	 Drama
	 Music Discovery			   Music Industry/Instrumental	 Music Industry/Instrumental					   
							       Maori Performing Arts

Careers	 Career Education	 Career Education	 Career Education	 Career Education	 Career Education
				    Early Childhood Education	 Early Childhood Education
				    Gateway	 Gateway					   
	 Pathways	 Pathways

English	 English	 English	 English	 English	 English
	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL	 ESOL
	 ALPs	 ALPS	 English Achievement	 Media Studies	 Media Studies 
		  English Employment	 English Achievement	 English Achievement
				    English Employment

International Languages	 Spanish	 Spanish	 Spanish		
Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori	 Te Reo Māori
	 Te Raukura					     Te Reo Rangatira	 Te Reo Rangatira

Mathematics	 Mathematics	 Mathematics	 Maths for Statistics	 Maths for Statistics	 Statistics
				    Maths for Calculus	 Maths for Calculus	 Calculus
				    Mathematics for Numeracy	 Practical Maths		

PE & Health	 Hauora	 Hauora	 Health Studies	 Health Studies	 Health Studies
		  Outdoor Education	 Outdoor Education	 Senior Outdoor Education	 Senior Outdoor Education
				    PE Studies	 Fitness Industry	 Fitness Industry	
				    PE & Health	 PE Studies	 PE Studies	

Science	 Science	 Science	 Science	 Science for Life	 Biology
				    Science Life	 Biology	 Chemistry
						      Chemistry	 Physics			 
						      Physics 	 Psychology
						      Psychology

Social Science	 Social Sciences	 Social Sciences	 Social Sciences	 Social Sciences	 Accounting & or Economics	
			   Financial Literacy	 Accounting	 Accounting & or Economics	 Geography
				    Economics	 Geography	 History
				    Geography	 History	 Classical Studies
						      Classics

Technology	 Digital Technology	 Digital Technology	 Digital Technology	 Digital Technology	 Digital Technology
	 Food Technology	 Food Technology	 Food Technology	 Food Technology	 Food & Nutrition
	 Product Design Technology	 Product Design Technology	 Product Design Technology	 Product Design Technology	 Product Design Technology
	 Textiles Technology	 Textiles Technology	 Textiles Technology	 Textiles Technology	 Textiles Technology
						      Multi-tech/Catering

Tairawhiti Services Academy		  ACE Programme	 TSA		 TSA	 TSA	



FAR MORE ACTIVE.
Great coaching and easy access to 
beaches, rivers, forests and recreational 
facilities allow Gisborne Boys’ and 
Girls’ High Schools to offer a wide 
variety of sports and team experiences. 
Both schools have courts, fields and 
gymnasiums where students train for a 
wide range of competitions and events: 
from National Tournaments to local 
social leagues. International students 
are encouraged to participate in sporting 
activities for their own enjoyment, health 
and well-being.

“Great coaching, easy access”
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SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES

•	 Aerobics
•	 Athletics 
• 	 Badminton
• 	 Basketball
• 	 Cricket
• 	 Cross Country 
• 	 Running
• 	 Duathlon
• 	 Football
• 	 Golf
• 	 Gymnastics
• 	 Hockey
• 	 Ki O Rahi

• Netball
• Rowing
• Rugby
• Softball
• Swimming
• Squash
• Surfing
• Triathlon
• Tennis
• Touch Rugby
• Volleyball
• Waka Ama
• Wednesday Sports
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“Enjoyment, health and well-being”



“Miles of magnificent East Coast surf beaches”
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FAR OUT: SURF, SUN and FUN! 

SURF PROGRAMME 

Terms 1 and 4
Monday (starting second week of Term 4) and Tuesday
12.30pm - 3.30pm
Meet other students from schools, get involved in surf coaching
Level of surfing - beginners - intermediate 
Sport Gisborne Wednesday Sport
2.30pm - 4.30pm

Saturday -  Sunday
10.00am - 1.00pm (starting November 2016)



LEARN TO SURF.

Learn to surf with a professional coach. 
Cost: $240 per month (3 months course 
recommended). This covers coaching and 
surfboard hire The course is dependent on 
weather and surf conditions. Students will need 
to purchase a wetsuit. Surf shops are in Gisborne 
(about $400 for a quality wetsuit which your 
coach will help you buy). Students are required to 
be physically fit and sign a Surfing Activity Liability 
Form. For more information on surfing in Gisborne 
go to:
www.surfingwithfrank.com
www.sequence.co.nz
www.blitzsurf.co.nz
www.nzsurfguide.co.nz
www.wainuibeach.co.nz
www.youtube.com/watch

“Learn to surf with a professional coach”
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EASIER, BY FAR.
Other opportunities are easily accessed in Gisborne. Prices are available on application. For 
further information go to these websites. Student rates are available. Here is a small sample of 
exciting recreational extras.

•	 EQUESTRIAN -  Lysnar Valley Equestrian. Cross country, Dressage, Show Jumping
	 https://m.facebook.com>Lysnar-Valley Equestrian   
•	 GYMNASIUMS - Full gymnasiums for weight and personal fitness programmes    		
	 YMCA - www.ymcagisborne.org.nz                                             	  	
	 JETTS -  www.jetts.co.nz/clubs/gisborne/contact 
•	 YOGA - www.theyogaroomgisborne.co.nz
•	 HIP HOP - https://m.facebook.com>pages>dancefit
•	 GOLF - www.gisbornegolf.co.nz 
•	 	 SWIMMING - www.gdc.govt.nz/olympicpool/
•	 	 WAKA AMA - www.wakaama.co.nz>clubs gisborne

“Exciting recreational opportunities”



“Extend your horizons!”
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FAR BE IT FOR US TO SAY. 

Franziska - Germany 
 “Gisborne Girls’ was a fantastic experience for me. It was 
the first time I enjoyed going to school ! I felt very welcomed 
and made friends with a whole bunch of Kiwi girls and other 
international students. The teachers were very supportive 
and genuine. The town and its surroundings were stunning.”
Louise - Belgium

“Living in an unknown country and away from my friends 
and family was not easy, but it has been a wonderful 
experience. I enjoyed meeting people, discovering new 
culture, learning another language, trying new food… I have 
grown so much.” 

“Teachers were supportive and genuine”



Hugues Viennois - France

“Going to school was a great way to meet new people and to 
learn English. The students were really nice to me and helped me to 
integrate. I really like the New Zealand education system as students 
can choose their subjects. This is a great way to feel confident and 
like learning.” THANK YOU!!! ”
Caleb Trabitzsch - Germany

“School here is much more relaxed than in Germany. I like it a lot. 
I’m learning not only from my teachers but maybe even more by 
speaking with friends. They have shown me parts of New Zealand’s 
culture and help me to improve my English. I hope that the ten 
months I will stay here will stay as awesome as it is now.” 

“Going to school was a great way to meet new people and to learn English”
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Director of International Students 
Ms. Michele McCarthy
Gisborne Boys’ High School
Private Bag 7002
Gisborne 4040
New Zealand

Phone:+ 64-6-868 8159
Fax:+ 64-6-867 6482
Email: michelem@gisboyshigh.net
Website: www.gisboyshigh.school.nz

International Director 
Ms. Wendy Kirkwood
Gisborne Girls’ High School
PO Box 249 
Gisborne 4040 
New Zealand

Phone:+ 64-6-868 6092
Fax:+ 64-6-868 4226 
Email: international@gghs.school.nz
Website: www.gghs.school.nz


